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Abstract &RQVLGHUDEOH UHVHDUFK KDV EHHQ GRQH DERXW HWKQLF FRQÀLFW LQ .LEDDOH
+RZHYHU LQ VSLWH RI WKHLU DFWLYH UROH LQ WKH FRQÀLFW WKH \RXWK DV D FDWHJRU\ KDUGO\
feature in the studies so far done. Such omission leaves a knowledge gap that would
cripple any analysis on the possibilities of co-existence in the area. This paper tries
to explore the ethnic intricacy that the youth of Kibaale District are faced with and to
discuss some of their views on the causes of the existing tension and possibilities for
pluralism. The study is based on a single-site case in order to allow for in-depth analysis,
basing on the researched people’s own accounts, and it is qualitative in approach. Data
was collected on youths both in and out of school through triangulating one-to-one
interviews, observation and focus group discussions. In the youth’s perception of the
causes of ethnic tension in the area, political manipulation featured as one of the key
factors, thus explaining why tension often escalates around election time. Other causes
include memories of oppression, exploitation and marginalisation of the Banyoro by the
British and the Baganda. Some elders use these painful memories to mobilise the youths
‘to claim their time’ and not allow history to re-occur. The non-Banyoro, on the other
hand, fear that they could be evicted from Kibaale, yet it is their new home. In this mazelike situation, the youths’ agency is seen in claiming their space in dealing with issues
that concern them.
Keywords: Social Heritage; Political Manipulation; Pluralism

1 Introduction
Extracted from a wider PhD research1, this paper is motivated by the observation that
peace initiatives often fail because of a failure to engage with the multi-dimensional
(PDLOMVVHQWRQJR#XPXDFXJ
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QDWXUHRIFRQÀLFWVWHQVLRQ7KHRWKHUVLJQL¿FDQWREVHUYDWLRQLVWKDWHYHQZKHUHSHDFH
initiatives are put in place, they often fail because of their limited participatory compass.
Some groups only come on board as implementers of what has already been decided
without their input, thus often leading to detachment from the peace initiatives due
to failure or refusal to own the initiatives. Among such often excluded groups are the
youths yet this is the group that is known to be actively involved (often used by others)
in times of violence.
The youths must be in a position to understand the dynamics and evolution of the
FRQÀLFW WKDW WKH\ DUH IDFHG ZLWK %XW WKLV LV QRW WR VD\ WKDW WKH\ VKRXOG RQO\ EH RQ D
listening end as audiences for lectures from elders who often make an exclusive claim to
community memory. They should be part and parcel of the peace initiatives, with their
voices and aspirations brought on board. They should be participants in shaping the
future. This paper, therefore, tries to bring forth and engage with some of these voices
within the context of the entangled ethnic realities in Kibaale District.
Kibaale District, which is part of Bunyoro Kingdom, is located in western Uganda. As
shall be highlighted in the background of this study, the phenomenon of ethnic tension in
Kibaale District is an intricate one. It is entangled within a conglomeration of ethnically
SRODULVHG KLVWRULHV WKH DJHQF\ RI ERWK SDLQIXO DQG YLFWRULRXV FROOHFWLYHLQGLYLGXDO
memories, politicised ethnicity, and ethicised politics. The historical dimension of the
tension apparently exacerbates the problem by occasioning a tendency to sideline the
\RXWKV HVSHFLDOO\WKH%DQ\RUR LQSHDFHLQLWLDWLYHVVLQFHWKH\µGRQRWKDYHWKHPHPRU\
of the evolution of the problem’.
The tension is further complicated by a drastic immigrant population growth plus
the rise in economic and political strength amidst a native population still nursing
PHPRULHVDQGRWKHUHIIHFWVRIVXEMXJDWLRQE\µIRUHLJQHUV¶ WKH%ULWLVKDQGWKH%DJDQGD 
)RUWKH\RXWKVWKHSRVVLELOLW\RISOXUDOLVPZLWKLQVXFKDQHQYLURQPHQWUHPDLQVDELJ
TXHVWLRQ EXWQRWRIWKHNLQGWKDWFDQQRWEHDQVZHUHG ,WLVDTXHVWLRQRIDFRPSOH[LW\
stretching beyond mere possibility to the interrogation of what such pluralism would
entail. The spirit of the interrogation is based upon the acknowledgement that pluralism
LWVHOIWKRXJKZLWKVRPHXQLYHUVDOEHQFKPDUNV 3ODZ LVWRDQH[WHQWFRQWH[WXDO

2 Context of the Study
Humanity is grappling with a number of social issues that have seemed to elude solutions
up to today. One of the key problems facing contemporary society is that of managing
WKHYDULRXVIRUPVRIGLIIHUHQFH³'LIIHUHQFHDQLPDWHVNH\FRQÀLFWVRIRXUWLPH&ODLPV
about differenceEUHDWKHOLIHLQWRFXOWXUDOHWKQLFUHOLJLRXVDQGYDOXHVFRQÀLFW´ %ULJJ
 $PRQJWKHPRVWQRWDEO\VHQVLWLYHGLIIHUHQFHVLQWKH$IULFDQFRQWH[WLVHWKQLFLW\
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which has led to social tension and exclusion of some groups from their full rights as
FLWL]HQV 5DWFOLIIH <RXWKVKDYHHTXDOO\EHHQYLFWLPV DQGSHUSHWUDWRUV WRWKLV
EXW UDUHO\ DFWLYH IURQWOLQH DJHQWV 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ DV UHSRUWHG E\ .XUWHQEDFK  
mainstream peace-building literature and peace-building initiatives have only begun to
include youth as important actors.
,QLWV9LVLRQZKHUHLWFRPPLWVLWVHOIWRWKHWDVNRIFDUHIXOO\PDQDJLQJHWKQLF
diversity in the country, the Uganda government acknowledges that although the country
LVYHU\EHDXWLIXOLQDOPRVWDOOZD\V³8JDQGDKDVEHHQUHJUHWWDEO\UHDOO\URWWHQIURP
ZLWKLQ LQ WHUPV RI HWKQLF FRQÀLFWV´ 5HSXEOLF RI 8JDQGD    7R VXEVWDQWLDWH
the above strong statement, among others, it highlights the following violent ethnic
confrontations in Uganda’s history:
The uprising of the Bamba and Bakonzo against the Batooro and the Central Government
LQ  WKH  FRQIURQWDWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH %DJDQGD HWKQLF JURXS DQG WKH &HQWUDO
Government [in which the latter deposed the former’s king by military force] which was
deemed to be Northern [in inclination]; the wanton and brutal massacres of members
RIWKH$FKROLDQG/DQJLHWKQLFJURXSVGXULQJWKH$PLQUHJLPHWKHHTXDOO\ZDQWRQDQG
brutal retribution by these latter groups against ethnic groups from the West Nile region
– Idi Amin’s home region – after the fall of Idi Amin; the war in the Luwero Triangle;
DQGWKHFLYLOZDULQWKHQRUWK 5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGDS 

The above testimony serves to illustrate the urgency of coming up with sustainable
solutions, especially by youths as they try to shape a better society for their future.
,WVKRXOGKRZHYHUEHHPSKDVLVHGWKDWWKHH[HFXWLRQRIUHFRQFLOLDWLRQDQGRUSHDFH
fostering measures is often (or ought to be) a contextualised exercise. This means paying
DWWHQWLRQWRDOOWKHWLQ\GHWDLOVZLWKUHJDUGWRWKHFRQÀLFWWHQVLRQDWKDQG,WPD\QRWEH
possible to disentangle without a careful scrutiny of the knots and dynamics in a given
entanglement.
Kibaale District was one of the vivid hotspots of ethnic tension at the start of the
st
21 century. However, like with most forms of socio-political organisation and relations
LQ$IULFD 0DPGDQL WKHURRWVRIWKLVWHQVLRQFDQEHWUDFHGEDFNWRFRORQLDO
times, and this helps us to contextualise the complexity of its resolution.
,QWKHVWKH%ULWLVKFRORQLDOLVWVIDFHGPXFKUHVLVWDQFHLQHVWDEOLVKLQJWKHLUUXOH
in Bunyoro Kingdom. Hence, they resorted to collaborating with Buganda Kingdom
ZKR KDG SUHFRORQLDO ULYDOU\ ZLWK WKH %DQ\RUR RYHU WHUULWRU\ DQG PLJKW  WR ¿JKW WKH
%DQ\RUR7KLVPRYHPDUNHGWKHGHIHDWRI%XQ\RURWRZDUGVWKHHQGRIWKHth century
DQGLQDSSUHFLDWLRQRIWKHVXSSRUWIURP%XJDQGDDQGRUIRUVWUDWHJLFUHDVRQV2, the British
µGRQDWHG¶DELJDQGYHU\FXOWXUDOO\VLJQL¿FDQWIUDFWLRQRI%XQ\RURODQG VL[FRXQWLHV3
± ODWHU WR EH NQRZQ DV WKH µORVW FRXQWLHV¶  WR %XJDQGD 6FKHOQEHUJHU  (VSHODQG
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 7KLVFKXQNRIODQGZDVJHRJUDSKLFDOO\ODUJHUWKDQWKHRULJLQDOVL]HRI%XJDQGD±
too large to be ignored by Bunyoro. In humiliation of the Banyoro, through the authority
of the British colonisers, Buganda effectively sent chiefs to administrate and embark on
µ%XJDQGDQLVLQJ¶ %XQ\RUR E\ HQWUHQFKLQJ %DJDQGD ODQJXDJH DQG FXOWXUH DQG WKHUHE\
DFFXOWXUDWLQJWKH%DQ\RUR .LKXPXUR %\OHJDOPHDQV5XQ\RUR WKHODQJXDJHRI
WKH%DQ\RUR ZDVHIIHFWLYHO\EDQQHGIURPRI¿FLDOFRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGDOOWKH%DQ\RUR
had to adopt Baganda names. Many Banyoro elders still nurse these memories as they
still bear Baganda names such as Musoke, Lwanga, and others. This is a memory that
some Banyoro youths know about but are relatively less attached to in comparison to
their elders, some of whom experienced it and still do through their Luganda names.
Sometimes youths are sidelined from peace-related decision-making on account of this
memory gap and relegated to a position of instruments to be mobilised and used during
FRQÀLFW
,QDVKDGEHHQUHFRPPHQGHGE\WKHFRORQLDOLVWVXSRQWKHLUGHSDUWXUHLQ
DUHIHUHQGXPZDVKHOGLQWZRRIWKHVL[µORVWFRXQWLHV¶%X\DJDDQG%XJDQJDL]L7KH
YRWHZDVLQIDYRXURIUHWXUQLQJWKHWHUULWRULHVWR%XQ\RUR6FKHOQEHUJHU  UHSRUWV
WKDWFRQVHTXHQWO\WKH%DJDQGDFKLHIVDQGWKHLUDJHQWVZHUHFKDVHGDZD\IURP%XQ\RUR
with spears and machetes. But they left without giving up their legal ownership of the
ODQG DQG NHSW WKHLU RI¿FLDO ODQG WLWOHV IRU PRUH WKDQ  VTXDUH PLOHV 5HSXEOLF RI
8JDQGD 7KHVHDUHNQRZQDVµDEVHQWHHODQGORUGV¶7KLVVLWXDWLRQOHIWWKH%DQ\RUR
HIIHFWLYHO\DVVTXDWWHUVLQWKHLUQDWLYHODQGDQGKDGWRSD\IHXGDOGXHV ODQGUHQW WRWKH
absentee Baganda landlords. This caused bitterness, thus fuelling negative memories
RIGRPLQDWLRQ(YHQWKRXJKD/DQG)XQGZDVODWHUHVWDEOLVKHGE\JRYHUQPHQWLQ
WR UHGUHVV WKH KLVWRULFDO LQMXVWLFHV DQG LQHTXLWLHV LQ WKH RZQHUVKLS E\ EX\LQJ RXW WKH
absentee landlords from the area, much land still remains in the latter’s hands. It is
this land that the youth are told was fought for by their fathers and grandfathers and,
WKHUHIRUHWKDWLWLVWKHLUWXUQWR¿JKWIRULWDVWKHLUKHULWDJH$VZHVKDOOVHHODWHUWKHLU
KHHGWRWKLVHOGHUV¶FDOOKDVQRWEHHQZLWKRXWFRQVHTXHQFHV
In addition to this historic presence of the Baganda and the Banyoro people in the
area, a number of other ethnic groups have been settling in Kibaale over time. Most of
these settlers are from south-western and western Uganda. Some have settled through
RI¿FLDO VWDWH UHVHWWOHPHQW VFKHPHV 7KH &RPPLVVLRQ RI ,QTXLU\ LQWR %XQ\RUR ,VVXHV
 LQGLFDWHVWKDWDERXW%DNLJDIDPLOLHVZHUHUHVHWWOHGLQ5XWHHWH±.DJDGLLQ
E\WKHJRYHUQPHQWXQGHUDQDUUDQJHPHQWLQLWLDWHGE\.LJH]LOHDGHUVLQFRQVXOWDWLRQ
with the OmukamaRI%XQ\RUR 6LU7LWR:LQ\L $QRWKHURI¿FLDOUHVHWWOHPHQWVFKHPH
ZDVWKH%XJDQJDL]LUHVHWWOHPHQWVFKHPHRI%DNLJDIDPLOLHVLQ1DOZH\R±.LVLLWD
LQZKRZHUHSUHYLRXVO\HYLFWHGIURP0SRN\D)RUHVW5HVHUYH'XHWRWKHDERYH
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UHVHWWOHPHQWVFKHPHVDQGRWKHUIDFWRUVWKHODUJHVWSRSXODWLRQRIWKH%DNLJD  
LQ %XQ\RUR .LQJGRP LV IRXQG LQ .LEDDOH 'LVWULFW 5HSXEOLF RI 8JDQGD   
The upsurge in numbers of migrants has to some extent brought about fear among the
indigenous Banyoro youths as the former are seen to be occupying a lot of land and
taking up political positions that would otherwise be a reserve of the Banyoro.
In observation of these series of resettlements, the Mubende Banyoro Committee,
DQ HWKQLF SUHVVXUH JURXS IRUPHG LQ  WR µ¿JKW¶ IRU %DQ\RUR ULJKWV IHHOV WKDW E\
UHVHWWOLQJJURXSVRISHRSOHWKHUHJRYHUQPHQWKDVWXUQHGWKHLUUHJLRQLQWR³DGXPSLQJ
JURXQGRIUHIXJHHVDQGPLJUDQWV´ 0XEHQGH%DQ\RUR&RPPLWWHH0HPRUDQGXP±0%&
±LQ5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD ,WFDQEHUHDGIURP0%&¶VPHPRUDQGXPWKDW
this feeling is not helped by the fact that the Banyoro did not consent to government’s
resettlement schemes. This group was later to mobilise the Banyoro, especially the youth
into violent confrontation with the non-Banyoro.
However, some of the new settlers were invited by the native Banyoro and were
given land along forests in order to shield the Banyoro’s gardens against vermin and
ZLOGDQLPDOV 1VDPED*D\LL\D 6RPHZHUHJLYHQODQGE\ORFDOFKLHIVIRUWRNHQ
payments while others bought it from the native Banyoro. Many more people have
PLJUDWHGWRWKHDUHDLQVHDUFKRIODQGDQGRUIROORZLQJWKHLUUHODWLYHV%XQ\RURKDVEHHQ
a convenient place for resettling other Ugandans who were overpopulated in their areas
(especially Kabale and Kisoro districts) because the war between the British government
DQGWKHNLQJGRPIURPWRDQGWKHGLVHDVHVWKDWEURNHRXWWKHUHDIWHUOHIWWKH
DUHDZLWKYLUWXDOO\QRSRSXODWLRQ .LKXPXUR5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD 
,QLWLDOO\WKHVHWWOHUVZHUHTXLWHZHOOUHFHLYHGLQWKHWKHQVSDUVHO\SRSXODWHGDUHD
and they mainly served as labourers for the indigenous Banyoro. But with the increase
in numbers of settlers and the attendant cut-throat competition for resources and power,
LQWHUHWKQLFFRQÀLFWVVWDUWHGWRHPHUJHLQWKHZDNHRIWKHstFHQWXU\ *UHHQ /DUJH
VFDOHRSHQYLROHQFHWRRNSODFHEHWZHHQ)HEUXDU\DQG0D\ZKHQD0XNLJDZDV
elected as the District Chairman. The incumbent Munyoro Chairman refused to hand
RYHUSRZHUWRVRPHRQHWKH\FRQVLGHUHGWREHDµIRUHLJQHU¶DQGFODVKHVHQVXHGEHWZHHQ
Banyoro and the settlers. The Banyoro started to claim back land from non-Banyoro.
9LROHQFH DJDLQ HPHUJHG LQ$SULO  ZKHQ QHZV VSUHDG WKDW ODQG WKDW EHORQJHG WR
%DNLJDZDVEHLQJDOORFDWHGWRWKH%DQ\RURE\WKH'LVWULFW/DQG%RDUG (VSHODQG 
The violence that followed left three people dead, several others injured, huts burnt, and
OLYHVWRFNNLOOHG 6FKHOQEHUJHU ,Q6FKHOQEHUJHUREVHUYHGWKDWWKHVLWXDWLRQ
ZDV FDOP EXW WKH FRQÀLFW KDV UHPDLQHG DW D VWDJH RI KLJK DOHUW ZKHUH LW FRXOG HDVLO\
break out into open violence again. The tense situation is not helped by the worsening
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youth unemployment in the district that is creating an atmosphere of hopelessness and
frustration.
With a tendency of escalating during elections, tension remains to date. In the
DQDO\VLVRIWKH&RPPLWWHHRI,QTXLU\LQWR%XQ\RUR,VVXHV³WKH%DQ\RURWKLQNWKDWWKH\
are being re-colonised while the other tribes think that their survival in the region will
EHJXDUDQWHHGRQO\LIWKH\DUHLQFKDUJH´  6XFKIHHOLQJVVHHPWRSXWWKHWZR
VLGHVRQDFRQÀLFWLQJSDWK7RIXUWKHUFRPSOLFDWHWKHFDVHJRYHUQPHQWLQWHUYHQWLRQKDV
at times only served to aggravate the tension. This is partly because it is viewed in terms
of the side government would be believed to support in the Banyoro–Bafuruki polar
HTXDWLRQ$IWHUWKHMufuruki (immigrant) LC V Chairman had been forced to step down
IRUDFRPSURPLVHUHSODFHPHQWLQJRYHUQPHQWIHOWWKDWWKHUHZDVDQHHGWRFRPH
up with a policy to prevent such a scenario from recurring. In a letter titled Guidance on
the Banyoro/Bafuruki Question -XO\ WKHSUHVLGHQWZKRDSSDUHQWO\MXVWL¿HGWKH
Banyoro’s rejection of non-indigenous leaders, asks:
1. If the Bafuruki dominate political space in the area to which they migrated, where
GRWKHLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHRIWKHDUHD¿QGDQRWKHUSROLWLFDOVSDFH"
2. If the Bafuruki ZHUH PRUH QDWLRQDOLVWLF ZK\ FRXOG WKH\ QRW ¿QG VRPH SHUVRQV
among the indigenous people and vote for them?
3. Can some people from indigenous groups successfully compete, politically in the
areas of origin of the Bafuruki",IQRWLVWKLVQRWDQXQHTXDOUHODWLRQVKLS"
 6XSSRVHZHZHUHWRLQIXVHBafuruki into Acholi or Karamoja [other Ugandan
ethnic communities], what would be the reaction? If the Acholis and Karamojong
were to react violently, would it mean that they are not Ugandan enough or would it
be that the policy was wrong?
In an apparent condemnation of the migration of the Bakiga [the dominant immigrant
JURXS@LQWR.LEDDOH³DQDOUHDG\HQIHHEOHGSRSXODWLRQ>RIWKHLQGLJHQRXV%DQ\RUR@RQ
DFFRXQW RI KLVWRU\´ KH DUJXHG WKDW ³KRUL]RQWDO UXUDO PLJUDWLRQ E\ SHDVDQWV DIWHU WKH\
have exhausted land in one area is not a progressive way of creating national integration.
7KHPRUHFRUUHFWZD\LVYHUWLFDOPLJUDWLRQIURPWKHIDUPWRWKHIDFWRU\´2QDFFRXQWRI
WKHDERYHFRQWHQWLRQVDVRQHRIWKHSRVVLEOHVROXWLRQVWKHSUHVLGHQWSURSRVHGDV\HDU
DI¿UPDWLYHDFWLRQ
1. Ring-fencing the LC V positions in the whole of Bunyoro region for the indigenous
people; and also ring-fencing the sub-county leadership except for the sub-counties
around the Kisiita and Luteete areas [the resettlement schemes];
2. Ring-fencing the positions of members of parliament in the whole of Bunyoro
region for the indigenous people, except for the special constituencies created
around Luteete [sic] and Kisiita resettlement schemes.
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The president’s suggestion was considerably lauded by the Banyoro. In a rebuttal,
0LULPD  DUJXHV

The Banyoro, understandably, fully support the president’s position. They say that they
have been victims of colonial suppression for generations, a marginalised minority,
purposely kept backward to satisfy colonialists policies, which polices [sic, policies]
were unfortunately inherited by independent Uganda’s successive governments even
after the country attained independence. ... Banyoro’s prayer is that these proposals
reach cabinet, then go to parliament and are given the force of law so that they can be
implemented.

However, some Banyoro, represented by the LC V Chairman of Masindi District (also
ZLWKLQ%XQ\RUR.LQJGRP IHOWWKDWWKHVXJJHVWHGµDI¿UPDWLYHDFWLRQ¶ZDVDQLQVXI¿FLHQW
FRQFHVVLRQ ,QVWHDG WKH\ VXJJHVWHG WKDW ³)RU DQ\ERG\ WR FRQWHVW IRU DQ\ OHDGHUVKLS
position from parish level to member of parliament, that person’s paternal grandparent
VKRXOGKDYHOLYHGLQ%XQ\RURE\´ FLWHGLQ*\H]DKR 7KLVUHTXLUHPHQWZRXOG
FHUWDLQO\GLVTXDOLI\PRVWRIWKHBafuruki.
On the other hand, the president’s suggestion was met with resistance and contempt
from a wide section of the non-Banyoro within and outside Bunyoro. Commenting on the
president’s proposal in the Abu Mayanja Memorial Lecture – August 7, 2009, Mamdani
felt that in such a suggestion:
7KH UHDO VKLIW LV LQ WKH GH¿QLWLRQ RI FLWL]HQVKLS 1DWLRQDOLVWV GH¿QHG FLWL]HQVKLS DV
8JDQGDQUHJDUGOHVVRIRULJLQ$PLQGH¿QHGLWDVEODFN8JDQGDQ%XWWRGD\LWLVSURSRVHG
WKDWWKHFRUHULJKWVRIFLWL]HQVKLSWKHULJKWWRSROLWLFDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQEHGH¿QHGRQD
WULEDOEDVLV7KH150LVWKH¿UVWJRYHUQPHQWLQWKHKLVWRU\RILQGHSHQGHQW8JDQGDWR
propose a dilution of national citizenship in favour of a tribal citizenship. My argument
is that if we adopt this proposal, we shall be returning to an arrangement resembling
colonial rule.

In re-emphasis of his thesis of contemporary African politics as more of a colonial legacy,
Mamdani interprets the president’s proposal as the usual reference to the colonial book
LQµWLPHVRIFULVLV¶
,QDQRWKHUPRYHWRUHVROYHWKHWHQVLRQLQWKHSUHVLGHQWSDVVHGDGLUHFWLYHWR
WKH$WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO DQG 0LQLVWHU RI /RFDO *RYHUQPHQW WR FUHDWH WZR QHZ FRXQWLHV
FRQVWLWXHQFLHV +H VDLG ³ZH QHHG WR VSOLW %X\DJD ZLWK D QHZ FRQVWLWXHQF\ FHQWUHG
around the former Lutete [Ruteete] refugee camp to cater for the Bafuruki, and also to
VSOLW%XJDQJDL]LWRFUHDWHDFRXQW\FRQVWLWXHQF\DURXQG.LVLLWD>UHVHWWOHPHQWVFKHPH@WR
cater for the BafurukiWKHUH´ /XPX $OWKRXJKWKHPRYHZDVUHMHFWHGE\%XQ\RUR
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Kingdom, it was ultimately implemented. The idea seems to have been that of making
sure that each group gets representation at parliamentary and other local government
levels. Whether this can help in bringing about short- and long-term harmony remains
DOLQJHULQJTXHVWLRQ0RUHWRWKLVTXHVWLRQLVWKHDQ[LHW\DERXWWKHSODFHRIWKH\RXWKLQ
this solution. Does it merely guarantee ethnic balance or also try to accommodate the
generational concerns between the youths and their elders?
6WLOOLQDELGWRVRUW%XQ\RUR¶VLVVXHVDQGLQGLVSOD\RIWKHLUVLJQL¿FDQFHLQ
DIXOO\ÀHGJHG0LQLVWU\IRU%XQ\RUR$IIDLUVZDVDQQRXQFHG7KHPLQLVWHUDSSRLQWHGWR
head the above ministry (Saleh Kamba) was neither from the area nor a Munyoro. In
response to this development, the Prime Minister of Bunyoro Kingdom (Yabeezi Kiiza)
VDLG ³:H WKDQN WKH SUHVLGHQW IRU FUHDWLQJ D PLQLVWU\ IRU XV EXW WKH DSSRLQWPHQWRI D
minister who is not a Munyoro is a big concern for us. We have several people from
%XQ\RURZKRTXDOLI\WRKHDGLW WKHPLQLVWU\ ´ TXRWHGLQ0XJHUZD 
The above response together with the rejection of a non-Munyoro LC V Chairman
LQ.LEDDOHLQVHHPWRSRLQWWRDQDWLYLVWIHHOLQJDPRQJWKH%DQ\RURWKDWLVVXHVRI
%XQ\RURRXJKWWREH¿UVWDQGIRUHPRVWWKHLUEXVLQHVVWRGHWHUPLQH%XWWKLVLVFRQWHVWHG
E\VRPHQRQ%DQ\RURDQGLWUDLVHVTXHVWLRQVRQLWVLPSOLFDWLRQVWRZLGHUVRFLHW\LIDIWHU
RI¿FLDO HQGRUVHPHQW LW VSLOOV LQWR RWKHU DUHDV LQ 8JDQGD  ,W DOVR UDLVHV FRQFHUQ RYHU
the possibility of pluralism amidst such ethnic differences in Kibaale, especially, in this
case, as projected by the youth.
This study reveals that the Banyoro are not happy with what they call the arrogance
of the Bakiga and their refusal to adopt Banyoro culture, respect their king (Omukama)
DQG OHDUQ WKHLU ODQJXDJH 5XQ\RUR  0%& DOVR FODLPHG WKDW ³GXH WR DUURJDQFH WKH
VHWWOHUVKDYHIDLOHGWREHDVVLPLODWHGRUOHDUQWKHZD\VRIWKHSHRSOHZKRKRVWHGWKHP´
5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD ,WLVQRWZHOOUHFHLYHGDPRQJDZLGHVHFWLRQRIWKH
Banyoro that a number of Bakiga still practise their culture and speak their languages
and have even re-named some of the places in Kibaale with Rukiga names. There is a
simmering fear among both old and young Banyoro that their culture could give way to
that of the immigrants.
2QWKHRWKHUKDQGLQDQRSHQPHPRWRWKHSUHVLGHQWDXWKRUHGE\³OHDGHUVIURP
WKHQRQ%DQ\RURFRPPXQLW\OLYLQJLQ.LEDDOH'LVWULFW´LWLVDUJXHGWKDW³ZHEHOLHYH
that non-Banyoro living in Bunyoro do not have to deny their culture and identity in
order to be considered respectful. We also believe that respect for one community’s
FXOWXUHFDQQRWEHDRQHZD\VWUHHW´ 7KH2EVHUYHU ,QWKHVDPHFRPPXQLTXpWKH
immigrants also feel that it is their constitutional right to stand for any electoral position
in the area, practise their culture, and legally settle where they wish.
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With regard to pluralism and for the concern of the youths, the demands and
aspirations of the two groups as presented above cannot be met simultaneously. Since
³JRDOVDQGDFWLYLWLHVEHFRPHLQFRPSDWLEOHZKHQRQH¶VRZQLQWHUHVWVDUHWKUHDWHQHGE\
the actions of another [and] ... tensions essentially emerge due to the pursuit of different
RXWFRPHVRUGLVDJUHHPHQWRQWKHPHDQVWRDWWDLQWKHVDPHHQG´ -HRQJ 7KH
trends and events in Kibaale District raise anxiety about the possibility of pluralism in
Kibaale. The above background serves to highlight that the complexity of the Kibaale
HTXDWLRQLVLQLWVHQWDQJOHPHQWLQKLVWRU\SROLWLFDOPDQLSXODWLRQLQÀX[RILPPLJUDQWV
and mutual fears between the indigenous population and migrants. It is important to
establish and analyse what the youth make of this entanglement, especially in view of
the possibilities for co-existence. The next sub-section explains the methodology that
was used in this study.

3 Research Methodology
The study was designed around a single-site case that is mainly aimed at an in-depth
DQDO\VLVDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHVHOHFWHGFDVH$VDUJXHGE\6WDUNDQG7RUUDQFH  
under such a design, it would be possible to engage with and report the complexity of
social activity in an ethnic setting in order to represent the meanings that individual
social actors bring to the setting and manufacture in it.
7KHGHVLJQDGRSWHGKHUHUDLVHVDVHULRXVHSLVWHPRORJLFDOTXHVWLRQ³:KDWFDQEH
OHDUQHGDERXWWKHVLQJOHFDVH´ 6WDNH "7KLVEHLQJDTXDOLWDWLYHVWXG\WKHIRFXV
ZDVRQµW\SLFDOLW\UDWKHUWKDQJHQHUDOLVDELOLW\¶ +HQQHWDO +RZHYHUDVFRQWHQGHG
E\%HFKKRIHUDQG3DWHUVRQ  DQG+HQQHWDO  ZKHUHDVUHSUHVHQWDWLYHQHVV
DQGJHQHUDOLVDELOLW\PD\QRWEHNH\FRQFHUQVLQTXDOLWDWLYHVWXGLHVWKHW\SLFDOLW\RIWKH
VHOHFWHG FDVHV FDQ DOORZ IRU VRPH GHJUHH RI DQDO\WLF JHQHUDOLVDWLRQZLGHU UHVRQDQFH
$QDO\WLFDOO\WKH¿QGLQJVIURPWKLVVWXG\PD\EHJHQHUDOLVHGWRRWKHUFRPPXQLWLHVRI
ethnic tension which, for theoretical reasons, may behave in a similar way.
7KH DGRSWLRQ RI D TXDOLWDWLYH DSSURDFK LV EHFDXVH RI WKH DVVXPHG YDOXH RI WKH
VSHFL¿FORFDOFRQWH[WDQGLQRUGHUWRIRUHJURXQGORFDOSHRSOH¶VRZQOLYHGH[SHULHQFHV
0DUVKDOODQG5RVVPDQ 
,QDVWXG\RQWKHKXPDQH[SHULHQFHLWLVHVVHQWLDOWRNQRZKRZSHRSOHGH¿QHDQG
H[SODLQWKHLUVLWXDWLRQVDQGJLYHPHDQLQJWRWKHLUGDLO\OLYHV %HUJ $FFRUGLQJO\
DVLWXDWLRQDOHWKQRPHWKRGRORJLFDOSHUVSHFWLYHLVVSHFL¿FDOO\DGRSWHGKHUH6LWXDWLRQDO
HWKQRPHWKRGRORJ\VWXGLHVDZLGHUDQJHRIVRFLDODFWLYLW\LQRUGHUWR³«XQGHUVWDQG
WKHZD\VLQZKLFKSHRSOHQHJRWLDWHWKHVRFLDOFRQWH[WVLQZKLFKWKH\¿QGWKHPVHOYHV´
(Cohen et al VSHFL¿FDOO\LQWKLVFDVHKRZWKH\ \RXWK QHJRWLDWHDFRQWH[WRI
ethnic tension.
41

Ssentongo: Social Heritage, Political Manipulation and Pluralism

Data was collected by triangulating observation, one-to-one interviews and focus
group discussions in order to come up with a comprehensive picture and cross-validate
¿QGLQJV$UFKLYDO GDWD ZDV DOVR XVHG WR EHQH¿W IURP SULRU VWXGLHV DQG RWKHU UHOHYDQW
records.


Although some relevant data from categories other than the youth is presented and
GLVFXVVHGLQWKLVVWXG\WKHWDUJHWHGSRSXODWLRQLVVSHFL¿FDOO\WKH\RXWKV7KHUDWLRQDOHIRU
VHOHFWLQJWKH\RXWKVZDVWKDWWKH\GRQRWRQO\IHDWXUHDORWDVDFWLYHDJHQWVLQHWKQLFYLROHQFH
WHQVLRQEXWWKH\DUHDOVRDFDWHJRU\RIWHQVLGHOLQHGLQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJLQFRQÀLFWUHVROXWLRQ
and difference negotiation mechanisms. This happens in spite of the fact that any engagement
in exclusion of youths, who are a vital category, may not be sustainable.

 <RXWK(WKQLF7HQVLRQDQG3OXUDOLVPLQWKH/LWHUDWXUH
4.1 The Concept of Youth
7KH GH¿QLWLRQ RI youth varies from one culture to another and, in some cases, from
RQHLQGLYLGXDORURUJDQLVDWLRQWRDQRWKHU7KH81*HQHUDO$VVHPEO\GH¿QHVyouth as
SRSXODWLRQWKDWIDOOVLQWKHDJHEUDFNHWRI FLWHGLQ:RUOG%DQN $FFRUGLQJ
WR.XUWHQEDFK  LQVRPHVRFLHWLHVWKHXSSHUDJHOLPLWIRUyouthJRHVDVKLJKDV
The Uganda National Youth Policy  SODFHVyouthEHWZHHQDQG\HDUVWKUHH
years below the UN General Assembly lower limit and six years above its upper limit.
,URQLFDOO\LWLGHQWL¿HVLWVHOIDVEHLQJµLQKDUPRQ\¶ZLWKWKH81GH¿QLWLRQ7KHSROLF\
YLQGLFDWHVLWVGH¿QLWLRQDVDQDWWHPSWWRFDSWXUHDSHULRGRIWLPHZKHUHDQLQGLYLGXDO¶V
potential, vigour, adventurism, experimentation with increased risks and vulnerabilities
show in a socially meaningful pattern. It further argues that it is around the age of 12 that
family and extended kinship ties loosen and children start assuming adult responsibilities.
It is also normative in the sense that it is at this age that preparing young people for adult
responsibility should start.
$UJXLQJ WKDW GH¿QLWLRQV RI youth are highly dependent on history and culture,
.XUWHQEDFK   REVHUYHV WKDW WKH FRQFHSW RI youth only became an important
category in the process of industrialisation and urbanisation when the unity of work and
life was dissolving. Youth as a social category was non-existent in traditional societies.
In Kurtenbach’s view, therefore, in the traditional setting, youth came in as a transitional
stage in the process of growth from childhood to adulthood. Otherwise, traditionally one
was either a child or an adult. However, Kurtenbach’s view may not apply to all traditional
societies. Among the Baganda, the youth category has existed as abavubuka (youths).
Whereas youths are excluded from the adult category, depending on circumstances, they
may sometimes be referred to as children. Before elders, they remain children; whereas
in contrast to children, they are abavubuka.
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)URPDQRWKHUSRLQWRIYLHZyouth may be referred to as the period of life between
primary education and work. Such a period is characterised by a number of stages
LQYROYLQJ WKH HQG RI FRPSXOVRU\ HGXFDWLRQ HQWU\ LQWR PDUULDJH DQGRU HFRQRPLF
LQGHSHQGHQFHIURPWKHSDUHQWV :RUOG%DQN 7KLVVLJQL¿HVWKDWWKHyouth concept
is highly dependent on context. It should be noted that even when we choose to consider
transition from compulsory education, the educational stages and corresponding age
PD\GLIIHUIURPRQHVRFLHW\WRDQRWKHU7KHEDVHOLQHLQRXUGH¿QLWLRQRIyouth, therefore,
QHHGV WR EH HVWDEOLVKHG ZLWKLQ WKH FRQWH[WFDVH DW KDQG ZLWKRXW QHFHVVDULO\ RSHUDWLQJ
within rigid age brackets that may exclude historical and cultural realities of some
societies.

4.2

Understanding Ethnicity

The term ethnicity and its derivative ethnic cannot be taken for granted. Apart from the
fact that it is a contested category, ethnicity comes along with a variety of connotations. It
has been used as a metaphor for a variety of things which could be understood differently
0XKHUH]D DQG 2WLP    ,W LV WKHUHIRUH LPSRUWDQW WKDW ZH H[SORUH LWV XVH LQ WKH
literature and discuss it for conceptual and operational clarity.
BDWHV   WDNHV HWKQLFLW\ WR FRQQRWH JURXS LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ EDVHG RQ D FRPPRQ
name, descent and culture, and common language and territory. To him, it is mainly
perceived as a psychological aspect and an attitude of mind and practice. On top of its
socio-anthropological leaning, ethnicity can thus be understood better through studies
LQ JURXS SV\FKRORJ\ &KD]DQ HW DO   WKLQN WKDW HWKQLFLW\ KDV LWV IRXQGDWLRQV LQ
combined remembrances of past experience and in common inspirations, values, norms,
and expectations. In line with Bates’ view, Chazan et al. contend that in ethnicity’s capacity
to stimulate awareness and a sense of belonging among the potential membership of a
group, the psychological dimension of ethnicity complements and buttresses the political
dimension of interest-oriented social action. Bates also notes that ethnicity is often used
WRPHDQFROOHFWLYLWLHVWKDWVKDUHDP\WKRIRULJLQ+LVGH¿QLWLRQLVFORVHWRDQHDUOLHURQH
E\:HEHU  :HEHUHPSKDVLVHVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIDQFHVWU\DQGKLVWRU\DQGPRVW
often, migration and settlement or political passage, be it escape from oppression or the
colonisation of new territory.
%DUWK  RQWKHRWKHUKDQGYLHZVHWKQLFLW\DVDIRUPRIVRFLDORUJDQLVDWLRQLQ
which the participants themselves play a primary role in determining and maintaining their
identity. The sense of attachment to an ethnic group is normally voluntary. But Barth’s
GH¿QLWLRQIDOOVVKRUWRIFODULI\LQJIRUPVRIVRFLDORUJDQLVDWLRQWKDWFDQEHFRQVLGHUHG
ethnic and those that are not. Not every social organisation where the participants
themselves play a primary role in determining and maintaining their identity is ethnic.
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$OWKRXJKLQVXI¿FLHQWLQH[SODQDWLRQKLVUHODWLQJRIHWKQLFLW\ZLWKLGHQWLW\PDLQWHQDQFH
(or boundary marking) is an important dimension.
%ULQNFLWHGLQ2NXNX  VXPPDULVHVWKHFRQFHSWRIethnicity DV³DVHQVHRI
«LGHQWLW\FRQVLVWLQJRIWKHVXEMHFWLYHV\PEROLFRUHPEOHPDWLFXVHE\DJURXSRI people
of any aspect of culture in order to create internal cohesion and differentiate themselves
IURPRWKHUJURXSV´7KLVGH¿QLWLRQVXEWO\VXJJHVWVWKDWHWKQLFJURXSVDUHRQO\FRQFHUQHG
about internal and not external cohesion (coexistence with other ethnic groups). But
in a society growing more cosmopolitan and globalised by the day, ethnic groups are
taking on a dynamic path where cohesion with others outside the group is sometimes
strategically put into the picture, especially in the context of the rational choice theory.
0RUHRYHULQFHUWDLQLQVWDQFHVLQWHUQDOFRKHVLRQPD\QHFHVVLWDWHH[WHUQDOFRKHVLRQ)RU
example, internal cohesion would be affected if an ethnic group was not at peace with
the surrounding ethnic groups or those with whom they live.
In this study, and drawing from the above review, ethnicity is considered to denote
relationships between groups of people who consider themselves to be culturally
distinct from others.
4.3 Youths in Ethnic Tension
)HOLFH  :LVOHU   DQG .XUWHQEDFK   REVHUYH WKDW \RXWKV DUH JHQHUDOO\
perceived either as victims or as perpetrators of violence in discussions of youth in
FRQÀLFW,WLVRQO\UHFHQWO\WKDWWKH\VWDUWHGDSSHDULQJLQOLWHUDWXUHDVDXWRQRPRXVDFWRUV
It is, however, largely the case that youths feature actively in many instances of tension
and violence. A number of explanations have been given as to why youths tend to be
DFWLYHSOD\HUVLQFRQÀLFWDQGRUFLUFXPVWDQFHVXQGHUZKLFKWKH\EHFRPHYLROHQW
One such explanation has been provided by Huntington in his book, The Clash of
Civilisations   ,W KDV FRPH WR EH SRSXODUO\ NQRZQ DV WKH µ\RXWK EXOJH WKHVLV¶
Huntington argues that societies with a large age group of young males that lack
SHUVSHFWLYHVIRUWKHIXWXUHDUHPRUHFRQÀLFWSURQHWKDQRWKHUV:KHUHDVWKH\RXWKEXOJH
thesis could bear some truth, it is reductionist in stance. It does not put into consideration
the other social changes that may come with demographic shifts and, by extension, their
polarising effect. It also fails to consider cases where youths are simply mobilised into
violence even where there may not be any youth bulge. But one important aspect to pick
from the thesis is that youths act violently out of frustration or lack of perspectives for
the future. We shall see that this is a big factor in the Kibaale ethnic tension.
We also need to critically look at the phenomenon of youth manipulation and
PRELOLVDWLRQE\HOLWHVDQGRUHOGHUVZLWKWKHLURZQDJHQGDRUDJHQGDWKDWPD\JHQXLQHO\
FRQFHUQ WKH \RXWKV 7KH :RUOG <RXWK 5HSRUW    REVHUYHV WKDW ³OHDGHUV XVH
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emotional appeals – placed within religious, cultural, [ethnic], and political contexts
– to mobilise people; youth are targeted, in particular, as they are more susceptible to
LGHRORJLFDOPHVVDJHV´<RXWKVRIWHQEHFRPHDJXOOLEOHWDUJHWLQVLWXDWLRQVZKHUHWKH\
harbour frustrations, which the manipulators can take advantage of to mobilise them.
$FFRUGLQJWR$GRVVL  DGXOWVLQVXFKVFHQDULRVWDNHDGYDQWDJHRIWKHIDFWWKDWWKH
youth’s faculty of analysis is not fully developed for drawing the right conclusion from
what is proposed to them.
In Adossi’s view, it is important that we consider that the age category of youth
is the biological period for adolescence and post-adolescence. This period is prone
WR LGLRV\QFUDWLF FRQÀLFW FKDUDFWHULVWLFV VXFK DV HQY\ MHDORXV\ SUHMXGLFH SK\VLFDO
DJJUHVVLRQWHDVLQJJRVVLSLQJEXOO\LQJDQGFRQÀLFWRILGHQWLW\,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRQRWH
that these characteristics coincide with a moment of physical energy and determination
to overcome obstacles. It should be added here that the above characteristics do not as
VXFKLQGLFDWHWKDW\RXWKZLOODOZD\VWHQGWRZDUGVFRQÀLFWEXWWKDWWKHFKDUDFWHULVWLFV
PDNH WKHP YXOQHUDEOH WR PDQLSXODWLRQ DQG PRELOLVDWLRQ WRZDUGV FRQÀLFW HVSHFLDOO\
where the mobilisation is built upon their own anxieties and frustrations.
One of the sources of frustration is the fact that:
Youth ... are often marginalised in decision-making processes. At the local and national
levels, they are expected to obey political and religious community leaders [and elders].
At the international level, they have little say in the formulation and implementation of
policies that are meant to protect their interests and well-being during peacetime and
wartime. Nonetheless, they must endure the sometimes brutal socioeconomic effects of
WKHVH GHFLVLRQV DQG WKHLU ORQJWHUP QHHGV DUH OHIW XQPHW :RUOG<RXWK 5HSRUW 
 

Their exclusion from decision-making exercises often results into their concerns being
VLGHOLQHGDQGRUDIHHOLQJRIEHLQJPDUJLQDOLVHGDQGQRWEHLQJDSSUHFLDWHG7KLVLVQRWWR
say that adults will always side-line them maliciously. Sometimes they are not involved
on the paternalistic assumption that they cannot make wise decisions and, therefore,
need to be thought for. Whereas the above assumption may hold to some extent, it is not
enough reason for their exclusion. They ought to be listened to and, as much as possible,
participate in making decisions that impact on their well-being and aspirations.
4.4 Youth and Pluralism
In the sense in which the term pluralism is used in this paper, it is a relatively new concept.
,QVRPHZULWLQJVSOXUDOLVWLFVRFLHW\LVRQHWKDWLVGLYHUVH 2NXNX $FFRUGLQJWR(FN
 SOXUDOLVPLVQRWGLYHUVLW\DORQHUDWKHULWFRQQRWHVWKHHQHUJHWLFHQJDJHPHQWZLWK
GLYHUVLW\,QWKHZRUGVRI0DUW\  ³VSHDNRIµSOXUDOLVP¶DQG\RXYHQWXUHWRD
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WHUUDLQLQZKLFKSHRSOHKDYHWKRXJKWDERXWZKDWWRGRDERXWGLYHUVLW\´3OXUDOLVPLVWKXV
viewed as a stance that embraces the fact of plurality and gives it a positive interpretation
3UDWW :KHUHDVGLYHUVLW\WHQGVWREHDJLYHQSOXUDOLVPLVQRWLWLVDQDFKLHYHPHQW
Mere diversity without real encounter and relationship will yield increasing tensions in our
VRFLHWLHV (FN $VVXFKLQ8JDQGD¶VFRQWH[W DQG.LEDDOHLQSDUWLFXODU WKHSHDFHIXO
accommodation of ethnic differences remains key to successful democratic development
%HUPDQHWDO 0RUHVSHFL¿FDOO\KRZ\RXWKIHDWXUHLQWKLVHQFRXQWHULVRISDUDPRXQW
VLJQL¿FDQFHWKDWFDOOVIRUGXHVWXG\DQGHPSKDVLV
%HOODP\  IXUWKHUFODUL¿HVWKDWSOXUDOLVPLVQRWMXVWWROHUDQFHEXWthe active [but
sometimes spontaneous] seeking of understanding across lines of difference (FN
HPSKDVLVPLQH 7ROHUDQFHLVDQHFHVVDU\SXEOLFYLUWXHEXWLWGRHVQRWUHTXLUHSHRSOHRI
different ethnic groups to know anything about one another. It is thus seen as too thin a
foundation for a world of ethnic difference and proximity. In Eck’s view, tolerance does
nothing to remove our ignorance of one another, and leaves in place the costly stereotype,
the half-truth, and the fears that underlie old patterns of division and violence.
,QIXUWKHUFRQWUDVWRISOXUDOLVPZLWKUHODWLYLVP&RQQROO\  DUJXHVWKDWSOXUDOLVP
LVQRWµDEVROXWHWROHUDQFH¶ZKLFKLVWKHVWDQFHRIUHODWLYLVP,QKLVYLHZSOXUDOLVPVHWV
OLPLWVWRWROHUDQFH&RQQROO\FRQWHQGVWKDWSOXUDOLVWVDUHQRWUHODWLYLVWVEHFDXVH³«RXU
image of culture encourages us to embrace certain things in this particular place; to be
LQGLIIHUHQWWRVRPHWREHZDU\RIRWKHUVDQG¿JKWPLOLWDQWO\DJDLQVWWKHFRQWLQXDWLRQRI
\HWRWKHUV´ S +HJUDQWVWKDWSOXUDOLVPWULHVQRWWRVHWOLPLWVWRGLYHUVLW\,WZLOODOORZ
a wide diversity of religious faiths, sensual habits, ethnic traditions, gender practices,
DQGVHYHUDORWKHUIRUPVRIGLYHUVLW\+RZHYHUDµGHPRFUDWLFSOXUDOLVW¶ZLOOQRWDOORZWKH
state to torture prisoners; parents to deprive their children of education; wealthy citizens
to evade taxes; or narrow utilitarians to get into positions of public authority.
,QWKLVSOXUDOLVWLFVHQVH&RQQROO\  DGGV³DGLYHUVHFXOWXUHLVRQHLQZKLFK
pluralistic virtues of public accountability, self-discipline, receptive listening, grittedWHHWKWROHUDQFHRIVRPHWKLQJV\RXKDWHDQGDFRPPLWPHQWWRMXVWLFHDUHZLGHVSUHDG´
Connolly, therefore, believes that pluralism ought to operate within the bounds of civic
YLUWXHV$PRQJVXFKYLUWXHV3DUHNK  KLJKOLJKWVUHFRJQLWLRQRIKXPDQZRUWKDQG
GLJQLW\SURPRWLRQRIKXPDQZHOOEHLQJRURIIXQGDPHQWDOKXPDQLQWHUHVWVDQGHTXDOLW\
But enlisting and abiding by these civic virtues does not necessarily resolve issues of
YDOXHFRQÀLFW3DUHNKKLPVHOIDGPLWVWKDWVXFKYDOXHVGHDOZLWKWKHPRVWEDVLFDVSHFWV
of human life about which there is generally little serious disagreement, and fail to guide
us once we go beyond such aspects.
Unlike absolute tolerance, pluralism invites diverse people to come as they are and
be themselves, with all their differences, pledged only to the common civic demands of
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citizenship. It is yet to be established whether Ugandan society is ethnically pluralistic.
)RUH[DPSOH*DMX  KDVDOUHDG\VKRZQWKDWFRQWUDU\WRSRSXODUEHOLHIWRDODUJH
extent people are egoistically tolerant since entrants have to adapt to the natives’ cultures
in order to be accepted. But such a practice could as well be a marker of intolerance to
GLIIHUHQFH7KHSULQFLSOHVHHPVWREHµ\RXHLWKHUEHFRPHOLNHXVRUZHGRQRWDFFHSW
\RX¶µ:HFDQWROHUDWH\RXLI\RXEHFRPHOLNHXV¶3XWGLIIHUHQWO\³LIWKH\>\RX@LQVLVWRQ
retaining their separate cultures, they [you] should not complain if they [you] are viewed
DVRXWVLGHUVDQGVXEMHFWHGWRGLVFULPLQDWRU\WUHDWPHQW´ 3DUHNK 7KDWFDQQRW
be tolerance. Moreover, there is always no guarantee that when one assimilates they will
be fully accepted. They could still be excluded on account of their past identity or even
an aspect of their identity such as physiological features, which they cannot put aside.
)RUVWHUet al  LQVLVWWKDWSOXUDOLVPVKRXOGQRWEHFRQIXVHGZLWKDVVLPLODWLRQ
To them, assimilation involves the merging of minority and majority groups into one,
with a common culture and identity. As such, under assimilative circumstances, much is
QRWRQWHUPVRIHTXDOLW\0XFKSRZHULVZLHOGHGE\WKHPDMRULW\JURXSHVSHFLDOO\LQWKH
presence of an immigrant minority group. This scenario could as well occur in favour
of a minority group that has the advantage of force, such as in colonial encounter. In
both cases, for its survival, the minority group has almost no option but to adopt the
norms and traditions of the dominant group. Assimilation is thus seen as an ethnocentric,
superiority-oriented and patronising imposition on minority peoples struggling to retain
WKHLUFXOWXUDODQGHWKQLFLQWHJULW\ $OEDDQG1HH ,WLQFRQVLGHUDEO\QDUURZVURRP
for difference by projecting majority culture as the ideal whose adoption is the gateSDVVWRDFFHSWDELOLW\,ZRXOGDJUHHZLWK3DUHNK  WKDWWKHUHLVQRWKLQJZURQJZLWK
assimilation if it comes as a deliberate choice of minorities but that it should not be a
necessary precondition for citizenship. Minorities also have a right to retain and promote
or transmit their ways of life whose denial would not only be unjust but could also lead
to resistance.
Apart from the consideration that youths are often side-lined in decision-making and
in engaging with ethnic differences in communities, it is important to investigate how
youths actually engage with differences and why they feature in those particular ways.
Among other reasons explained in this paper that make the youth a crucial category with
UHJDUGWRSOXUDOLVPLVEHFDXVH³WKDWLVWKHDJHRIDFTXLULQJH[SHULHQFHDQGOHDUQLQJKRZ
to live and coexist with other people who do not have the same background and standard
RIOLIH´ $GRVVL 
We expect social interaction between groups and individuals with competing
LQWHUHVWVDQGLQWHUHVWVWRUHYHDOEDVLFLQFRPSDWLELOLW\+RZVXFKµLQFRPSDWLELOLW\¶ UHDO
RUSHUFHLYHG LVDOORZHGWREHPDQDJHGDFWXDOO\PDQDJHGRUDQGWKRXJKWDERXWE\WKH
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youth is important to understand in order to ascertain the possibilities for pluralism in a
given context and, in this case, within a case as entangled as Kibaale.

5 Voices of Kibaale Youths
One of the aims of this study was to investigate the youth’s perceptions of the causes of
ethnic tension in Kibaale. Basing on these perceptions, the study sought to establish the
youth’s imaginations of the possibilities for engagement with ethnic differences in the
area especially with their active participation in shaping a society of coexistence. With
no disregard for the other factors that account for ethnic tension in the area, key emphasis
will be put on manipulation and instrumentalisation of the youth. This is mainly because,
IURPWKH¿QGLQJVWKH\RXWK¶VUROHLQWKHWHQVLRQPDLQO\JUDYLWDWHVDURXQGWKHVHIDFWRUV
An attempt is also made to discuss the reasons for their situational prominence.
5.1 Manipulation and InstrumentalisationRI<RXWKLQ.LEDDOH&RQÀLFW
7KH :RUOG <RXWK 5HSRUW    UHYHDOV WKDW ³OHDGHUV XVH HPRWLRQDO DSSHDOV ±
placed within religious, cultural, [ethnic], and political contexts – to mobilise people;
\RXWKVDUHWDUJHWHGLQSDUWLFXODUDVWKH\DUHPRUHVXVFHSWLEOHWRLGHRORJLFDOPHVVDJHV´
7KLVREVHUYDWLRQLVDWWHVWHGWRE\WKH¿QGLQJVIURP.LEDDOH
In one of the interviews, a young man narrated how he came to participate in the
FRQÀLFWWKDWHQVXHGDIWHUWKHHOHFWLRQRIDQRQ0XQ\RUR/&9&KDLUPDQLQ+H
recalled that a number of young people were approached by agents of the MBC. The
youths, including the interviewee were given money before they boarded cars to go to
attack the BafurukiZKRZHUHµVWHDOLQJWKHLUODQG¶
They came in organising the youth (who did not know anything about the [Mubende]
Banyoro Committee) that we should block those people who have come into our district –
that they are going to take our land. So they come in with an idea that they are protecting
the things of Bunyoro and what they are feeding is the past. That in the past they used
to cut people’s property, kill people, and burn their houses... Because they had got some
PRQH\ VRPH SHRSOH ERDUGHG >ORUULHV@ ZLWKRXW NQRZLQJ ZKDW WKH\ ZHUH JRLQJ WR GR
,QWHUYLHZKHOGRQ6HSWHPEHU
This testimony shows that the youths are rendered gullible by their desperation due
to lack of money or means for survival. It came up in several interviews and casual
conversations that there are many youths in the area without any meaningful employment.
,QVXFKGHVSHUDWLRQWKH\FDQHDVLO\KHHGWKHZDUFDOOVHVSHFLDOO\DVWKHWDUJHWHGµHQHP\¶
LVSDLQWHGDVSDUWRIWKHLUSUREOHP7KHµHWKQLFRWKHUV¶DUHHQHPLHVZKRKDYHFRPHµWR
take away our land, our ancestral land’.
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The youths would also feel that this is their time and that they have a duty to
FDUU\RQWKH¿JKWDJDLQVWDPDUJLQDOLVDWLRQWKDWLVZHDYHGLQKLVWRU\DQGUHWROGE\WKH
PRELOLVLQJ HOGHUV WKDW QDUUDWH KRZ WKH\ IRXJKW VHOÀHVVO\ DJDLQVW FRORQLDO %ULWLVK DQG
%DJDQGDGRPLQDWLRQ,QWKLVGLVFRXUVHRQH¿JXUHWKDWRQHZLOOKDUGO\PLVVLQWKHVWRU\
of Bunyoro, in general, and Kibaale, in particular, is the late Joseph Mujoobe Kazairwe.
Among the Banyoro, he is credited for reinforcing Banyoro patriotism by introducing
WKHPLOLWDQWDSSURDFKLQWKH0%&LQWKHVDVWKH\IRXJKWDJDLQVW%DJDQGDUXOHDQG
DJLWDWHGIRUWKHUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKHORVWFRXQWLHVWR%XQ\RUR+HZDVDOVRWKHIURQW¿JXUH
LQWKHUHYLYDORIWKH0%&LQ±WRULVHDJDLQVWWKHBafuruki threat.
In this study, Kazairwe’s name featured so often in accounts of youth mobilisation
during the times of ethnic tension. In his biography of his father (Kazairwe), Mirima
 QDUUDWHVWKDW\RXWKVIURPWKHIDUWKHVWFRUQHURI%XQ\RUR.LWDUDPDGHGDLO\YLVLWV
to Kazairwe’s home to bring political mobilisation reports and to be briefed on political
mobilisation developments. It is told how, through the popular Kibaale-Kagadi Community
Radio (KKCR), he would emotionally tell stories of the heroism of their days that the youth
were told to learn from, in order to claim their time. The non-Banyoro respondents also
severally pointed out Kazairwe’s messages not only as a cause for their fear and insecurity
DWWKHWLPHEXWDOVRDVDVKDSHURIWKHLUSUHSDUHGQHVVWR¿JKWIRUWKHLUVWD\
7KH\RXWKUHFRXQWHGWKDW³ZKDWWKH\DUHIHHGLQJXV>ZLWK@LVWKHSDVW´7KHQDUUDWLYHV
RIWKHEUDYHU\RIWKHLUIRUHIDWKHUVLQ¿JKWLQJWKHRSSUHVVRUVRIWKHLUWLPHDQGWKHKLVWRULFDO
ORVVHVDUHWKHQVXSSRVHGWRVSLULWXSWKH\RXWKWRGD\LQ¿JKWLQJWKHBafuruki threat. The
HPRWLYHLPSDFWRIWKHUHOD\HGµVHQVHRIYLFWLPKRRGWKDWVWHPVIURPXQDFNQRZOHGJHG
[or acknowledged but] and unreconciled historic losses’ should not be underestimated
0RQWYLOOHFLWHGLQ&DLUQVDQG5RH 
The motive of the elders in using this history as a mobilising instrument may be
innocent since the pain in the Banyoro story is conspicuous. It is, however, clear that,
regardless of the genuineness of the cause, appealing to such a memory in times of
tension turns youths into lethal agents against their targets. And that is what they precisely
became at the time. They adopted Kabalega leega (Kabalega stretch – as with a bow and
DUURZ DVDZDUFU\ 0LULPD ,WVWUDWHJLFDOO\DSSHDOVWRWKHPHPRU\RI.DEDOHJD
as a great Munyoro patriot who fought against the British in defence of his kingdom.
This is not to mean that the youth are only manipulated into but not affected by
%XQ\RUR¶VSDVWHVSHFLDOO\LQDGLUHFWZD\7KHTXHVWLRQRIODQGLVVWLOODVHQVLWLYHRQH
$OWKRXJK VRPH ZRXOG DUJXH WKDW WKH LVVXH RI ODQG WLWOHV EHLQJ RZQHG E\ µDEVHQWHH
landlords’ is epiphenomenal, it came up in a focus group discussion with youths as a
critical factor. One participant said:
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We do not know which land we are going to inherit. Our fathers and grandfathers do not
RZQODQGKHUHWKH\DUHPHUHVTXDWWHUV&DQ\RXEHOLHYHWKDWPRVWODQGKHUHLVRZQHG
by Baganda, some of whom do not even know that they have land here? We have no
VHFXULWLHV IRU DFTXLULQJ ORDQV WR VWDUWXS EXVLQHVVHV QR ODQG WR FDOO RXU RZQ )RFXV
*URXS'LVFXVVLRQKHOGRQ6HSWHPEHU

This view was also echoed by the youth representative in the Bunyoro Kingdom
parliament (Rukurato). Pointing at the bush outside where we were seated at Birembo
:DU 0HPRULDO ,QVWLWXWH KH VDLG ³ DOO WKRVH ODQGV \RX VHH LW LV IRU DEVHQWHHV 7KH
ODQGORUGVDUHLQ%XJDQGDWKH\DUHLQWKH8.´$OWKRXJKKHGLGQRWVXSSRUWYLROHQFH
against non-Banyoro, his remark brings forth a jittery feeling of dispossession whose
eventual character is hard to precisely imagine but could border on tension. The fact that
land is still in the hands of absentee landlords is corroborated by the Presidential Advisor
on lands11¶UHYHODWLRQWKDWRIDEVHQWHHODQGORUGVLQ.LEDDOHVLQFHRQO\
ODQGORUGVKDGEHHQFOHDUHGWKURXJKWKH/DQG)XQG12.
7KHQRQ%DQ\RUR\RXWKVZRXOGVD\WKDWWKH\DOVRZRUNKDUGWRDFTXLUHWKHLUODQG
It should be noted, however, that in the two resettlement schemes in Kibaale (Ruteete
DQG.LVLLWD HDFKIDPLO\ZDVJLYHQODQGRIDERXWWRKHFWDUHV7KH%DQ\RUR\RXWKV
DUJXHGWKDWWKH\¿QGLWXQIDLUIRUDQLQFRPLQJJURXSWREHJLYHQODQGRIWKHLURZQZKLOH
WKHLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHDUHVWLOOVTXDWWLQJRQWKHLUDQFHVWUDOODQG7KLVZDVKLJKOLJKWHG
as one of the causes of the tension. It may not be a strong factor in itself, but when it
LV LQÀDPHG E\ PDQLSXODWLYH SROLWLFLDQV DQG GUHVVHG LQ SRODULVLQJ WRQHV ± LW LV EORZQ
out of proportion. One youth who unsuccessfully contested for a member of parliament
SRVLWLRQLQDUJXHGWKDW³WKHFRQÀLFWLVDOZD\VDWWULEXWHGWRODQG%XWWKHUHDOLVVXH
LVDWWLPHVRISROLWLFV´,QPRUHHPSKDVLVRIWKHUROHRISROLWLFVLQWKHWHQVLRQDQRWKHU
non-Munyoro youth explained:
... if it is not an election period, the word Omufuruki is not existent amongst the people
RI .LEDDOH :H FRRSHUDWH ZHOO \RX ¿QG D 0XQ\RUR GULQNLQJ ZLWK D Mufuruki and a
MufurukiGULQNLQJZLWKD0XQ\RUR:HHDWWRJHWKHU(YHQLQWLPHVRIGLI¿FXOW\DWWLPHV
\RXPD\KDYHIDLOHG¿QDQFLDOO\\RXFDOODQGDVNµ'R\RXKDYH WKHUH"¶:H
even do business together.

It was, therefore, important to interrogate the views of youths on politics in connection
WRHWKQLFUHODWLRQVLQWKHDUHD,WVKRXOGEHUHFDOOHGWKDWWKHVSDUNRIIXOOEORZQFRQÀLFW
in Kibaale was around politics. This was with the election of a non-Munyoro as the LC
V Chairman, which is the highest political position in the district. Politicians from both
VLGHV ZHUH YHU\ DFWLYH LQ PRELOLVLQJ IRU µWKHLU RZQ¶$FFRUGLQJ WR RQH QRQ0XQ\RUR
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UHVSRQGHQW ZKR ZDV D \RXWK OHDGHU DW WKH WLPH RI WKH  FRQÀLFW VDLG WKDW
³LWZDVHYHU\JRDWRQLWVSHJ13’. Another youth added that for the young non-Banyoro,
WHQVLRQVWDUWVDWWKLVSRLQW³:HNQHZOLWWOHDERXWWKHKLVWRU\DQGWKH%DJDQGD±%DQ\RUR
FRQÀLFWVRIROG7KH\FDPHUHPLQGLQJXVKRZWKH\FDUULHGRXW>VLF@WKHFRQÀLFWV7KH\
inculcated in us the Mufuruki±0XQ\RURGLIIHUHQFHV´
It is a common accusation in Kibaale that the BafurukiDUHDUURJDQW7KHµDUURJDQFH¶LV
partly attributed to their insistence on taking up leadership positions in Kibaale where
µWKH\KDYHEHHQKRVSLWDEO\KRVWHG¶7KH\FDPHDVIDUPHUVDQGDUHH[SHFWHGWRVWLFNWR
farming and leave leadership alone. In a way, this is projected as a gesture of gratefulness
and respect for their hosts. In the same vein, Kasiriivu Atwooki, the member of parliament
for Bugangaizi West argued at the Bwanswa Peace Dialogue that when you go to an area:
... you must know the area; you must know the people; you must know their history. After
knowing, then you understand. It is not enough to know, you must understand; and after
understanding you appreciate. If you do the three things: you know, you understand and
after understanding you appreciate, you go a long way.

However, some non-Banyoro youths argue that they were born and bred in Kibaale and
should not be excluded in an attempt to show appreciation for the memory of pain and
injustice of the Banyoro. As such, the non-Banyoro’s attempt to claim political space,
which is their constitutional right, sometimes innocently opens up the wounds of the
Banyoro history. This scenario projects the ethnic tension in Kibaale as a maze so
GLI¿FXOWIRUWKH\RXWKVWRWUDFHWKHLUZD\RXWIRUFRH[LVWHQFH7KHVHFWLRQWKDWIROORZV
highlights and discusses the Kibaale youth’s engagement with their maze-like ethnic
realities in shaping the society that they want.
5.2 The Role of Youth in Pluralism
It is important to establish the youth’s role in engaging with ethnic difference. This
includes establishing whether the youth actually participate in drafting measures for
coexistence and implementation. Where they participate, we try to interrogate the form
of participation and to think through the youth’s views on pluralism in their area.
7KHUHZDVD¿HOGVFHQDULRWKDWSURYLGHVDQLPSRUWDQWJOLPSVHRI\RXWKSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
LQPDQDJLQJHWKQLFGLIIHUHQFHVLQ.LEDDOHDQGH[HPSOL¿HVWKHLUGHPDQGIRUPRUHVSDFH
beyond momentary agency determined for them by others.
There is a feeling among the youth that they are marginalised at the planning stage
as expressed by one youth at a peace dialogue:
³%XWMzee why don’t you involve us the youth in these stages of planning and strategising?
<RXRQO\FDOOXSRQXVZKHQ\RXZDQWXVWRH[HFXWH\RXUUHVROXWLRQVLQWLPHVRIFRQÀLFW´
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This is, however, refuted by those involved in the planning – mainly the elderly (in the
\RXWK¶VYLHZV DVH[SUHVVHGE\DQµHOGHUO\¶SODQQHU
 ³:H DOZD\V LQYLWH HYHU\RQH RQ UDGLR 'R \RX SHRSOH ZDQW D VSHFLDO LQYLWDWLRQ" :H
LQYLWHHYHU\RQHDQG\RXGRQRWWXUQXSWKHQ\RXFRPSODLQ:KDWGR\RXZDQWXVWRGR
IRU\RX"´

7KH\RXWKDWWDFKWKHLUH[FOXVLRQIURPWKHSODQQLQJSURFHVVHVWRWKH¿QDQFLDOJUHHGRIWKH
µHOGHUO\¶LQRUJDQLVDWLRQVVXFKDVWKH0%&
³:KHQWKH\DUHJLYHQPRQH\>E\JRYHUQPHQW@WKH\NHHSTXLHWDQGHDWLWDORQH:KHQLW
LV¿QLVKHGWKH\FRPHDQGPRELOLVHXVWRDWWDFNWKHBafuruki´

The above revelation indicates the frustration of the youth with the way they are reduced
to mere instruments because they are excluded from higher forms of participation in
envisioning the society they want.
$IWHUWKHWHQVLRQLQWKHUHZHUHDQXPEHURIGHOHJDWLRQVWRWKHSUHVLGHQW
for dialogue. Looking through the records and from the accounts of some of the delegates,
it is conspicuous that on both sides (Banyoro and non-Banyoro), the youths were not
UHSUHVHQWHG 7KH JURXSV ZHUH H[FOXVLYHO\ FRQVWLWXWHG E\ HOGHUV 7KLV H[FOXVLRQDU\
practice is partly rooted in the anachronistic cultural belief prevalent in most Ugandan
societies that wisdom comes with age. In a number of cultures in Uganda, elders ought
to be looked at by the young as fountains of honour and wisdom whose assumedly
experienced voice tends to count more than that of the young. This belief is, for example,
H[HPSOL¿HGLQWKHDGDJHWKDWµROGDJHLVZLVGRP¶6XFKDQDSSURDFKLVQRWVXVWDLQDEOH
as it breeds a feeling of exclusion and lack of ownership of the peace initiatives. It also
negatively impacts on the youth’s self-worth and ambition.
Secondly, the elders (at least of MBC) possess a considerably vital triumphant
memory of dealing with differences in the past which is considered relevant in addressing
the current tension. Respecting and listening to elders on the above account may not
be wrong in itself but it poses the danger of building a condescending and patronising
attitude by which youths could be stripped of their voice.
The third revelation from the above encounter is that the youth are demanding
for space in dealing with the tension in Kibaale. This also emerged in other interviews
DQGIRFXVJURXSGLVFXVVLRQV7KH\DUHFODLPLQJDJLWDWLQJIRUVSDFHLQFLYLOVRFLHW\LQ
local government, in pressure groups, and the various forms of dialogue going on in
the district. It is indeed a good sign that at the peace dialogue at Bwanswa the majority
of the participants were the youth; and they were very active in the discussion. They
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XQHTXLYRFDOO\ LQVLVWHG RQ WKHLU LQYROYHPHQW LQ SHDFH LQLWLDWLYHV DQG UHPLQGHG HYHU\
SDUWLFLSDQWWKDWWKH\HTXDOO\KDGDVWDNHLQWKHDIIDLUVRI.LEDDOH$VDUJXHGE\$GRVVL
 WKH\RXWKVWDJHLVDVWDJHRIHQHUJ\DQGDVSLUDWLRQV,WLVDVWDJHRIDQ[LHW\DERXW
the future. Therefore, their desire to be included in decision-making is an attempt to be
active shapers of their future and for their agency to be acknowledged and appreciated.
)RUH[DPSOHRQH\RXWKZRQGHUHG³LILWLVRXUIXWXUHWKDWWKH\DUH¿JKWLQJIRUZK\
would they be reluctant to see us participate in making decisions about it but instead only
ZDQWWRWHOOXVZKDWWRGR´
But, despite the limitations, are there any youth initiatives towards ethnic pluralism
which could be an indicator that their agency can be meaningful? This is an important
TXHVWLRQDQGIRUZKLFKDQVZHUVDERXQG
The study found out that in Kagadi Secondary School, pupils form clubs that are
ethnically mixed. In such clubs they learn more about each other and this helps to tone
GRZQHWKQLFVWHUHRW\SHV2IFRXUVHVWHUHRW\SHVVWLOOH[LVW)RUH[DPSOHLWLVFRPPRQWKDW
ZKHQRQHGRHVVRPHWKLQJRXWODQGLVKWKH\DUHWROGWKDWWKH\EHKDYHµOLNH%DNLJD¶7KH
Bakiga students said that they are countering this stereotype by proving in their clubs that
they can be good performers as well. Banyoro are also stereotyped as lazy and jealous of
their hardworking Bakiga classmates. And to the Banyoro, too, this poses a task to prove
that they can also work hard and excel. Although stereotypes do not die away easily, in
such mutual engagement, the students of different ethnic groups have been able to show
each other that many of the divisive stereotypes are based on falsehoods.
Generally, they revealed that the school environment is helping a lot in ironing out
ethnic differences and in fostering mutual appreciation. The pluralistic strength in this
school was also attested to by some older respondents who said that they had come to
appreciate the ethnic otherness through school interactions where they learnt each other’s
languages and made friends. However, such interactions may not necessarily guarantee
coexistence since what brings about tension is not always lack of knowledge about and
DSSUHFLDWLRQ RI WKH RWKHU )RU H[DPSOH ZKHQ HWKQLF WHQVLRQ LV PRWLYDWHG E\ HFRQRPLF
FRPSHWLWLRQNQRZOHGJHRIHDFKRWKHUPD\QRWQHFHVVDULO\FRXQWDVDFRQÀLFWGHWHUUHQW
Some youths held a view widely acclaimed in Kibaale that intermarriage would
create and strengthen the bonds between people of ethnic identities. Citing his own
marriage, one youth said:
³QRZWKDW,KDYHDZLIHIURPWKH%DQ\RURWKH\DUHP\LQODZV(YHQLI>HWKQLF@FKDRV
was to break out now, they will not treat me as a Mufuruki. I have their blood in my
IDPLO\6RWKH\ZLOOKDYHWRWUHDWPHDVWKHLURZQ´
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The idea is that from the intermarriage they will bring forth children who will attract
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ IURP ERWK WKH %DQ\RUR DQG QRQ%DQ\RUR WKXV WRQLQJ GRZQ WKH HWKQLF
polarities against political manipulation.
Attractive as this form of pluralism sounds, it may suggest, on the other hand, that it is
impossible for the members of different ethnic groups to appreciate and accept each other
in their differences. In a way, it comes forth as forced coexistence. However, it could be
argued that being ready to consider each other for marriage is a sign of mutual appreciation.
Such marriages could have strategic advantages in the long run. They are based on love of
one another albeit with consciousness that the partners come along with different ethnic
DI¿OLDWLRQV6XFKPDUULDJHVDUHDOVRYLHZHGDVDZD\RIH[HPSOLI\LQJWKHSRVVLELOLW\RI
ethnic cohesion that could be projected in other sectors like politics and business.
When we look at other cases of ethnic tension, however, we ought to put a caveat to
WKHSOXUDOLVWLFSRWHQWLDOWKURXJKLQWHUPDUULDJH7KHJHQRFLGHRI5ZDQGDVHUYHVD
UHODWLYHO\UHFHQWH[DPSOH0DPGDQL  REVHUYHVWKDWWKHUHKDGEHHQLQWHUPDUULDJHV
between the Hutu and Tutsis for centuries but that did not seem to be any loss in identity
as to fuse the ethnic divide. Being a patriarchal society, the wife would take on the
identity of the husband.
The social identity is passed on through patrilineal descent. If the father is a Tutsi, then
WKHFKLOGZLOOEHVRFLDOO\LGHQWL¿HGDV7XWVLDQGLIWKHIDWKHULVD+XWXWKHFKLOGZLOOEH
LGHQWL¿HGDV+XWX$VWKHFKLOGWDNHVRQDRQHGLPHQVLRQDOLGHQWLW\WKDWRIWKHIDWKHUWKH
identity of the mother - whether Hutu or Tutsi – is systematically erased. So it happens
that the child of generations of intermarriage and cohabitation between Hutu and Tutsi
FRPHVLQWRWKLVZRUOGXQHTXLYRFDOO\+XWXRU7XWVL  

During the genocide, it is reported that, in some cases, wife would go against husband,
and vice versa. Where one’s father was Tutsi, such a person was regarded as a Tutsi
GHVSLWHKDYLQJµ+XWXEORRG¶,QWHUPDUULDJHWKHUHIRUHIDLOHGWRVHUYHDVDQLQVXODWLQJ
force. In terms of ethnic identity in inter-ethnic marriages, the patriarchal setting of the
tribes in Kibaale is not any different from that of the Hutu and Tutsi. Even here, the child
ZLOOWDNHRQWKHHWKQLFLGHQWLW\RIWKHIDWKHUDQGZLOOVRFLDOO\EHLGHQWL¿HGDVVR:KHUHD
Munyoro man marries a Mukiga woman, the children will be Banyoro.
7KHSDWULDUFKDORQHGLPHQVLRQDOLGHQWL¿FDWLRQLQLWVHOILVQRWDSUREOHPIRUSOXUDOLVP
just as we would argue that ethnicity in itself is not a hindrance towards coexistence.
)LQGLQJVIURP.LEDDOHUHYHDOWKDWGHVSLWHWKHSDWULOLQHDOLQÀXHQFHRQWKHHWKQLFLGHQWLW\
of the children born in intermarriages, there is often a cultural mix. Where a Mukiga
marries a Munyoro, due to the fact that mothers interact more with the children, the
children are very likely to speak the language of the mother at home. Even where the
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father’s culture is dominant, there will also be bits of each of other’s culture in the home.
In effect, this is expected to check on ethnic radicalism on either side. It will take strong
manipulation and mobilisation for people raised in such an environment to be convinced
that members of the other ethnic group are enemies that have to be fought. Therefore,
whereas Rwanda’s case reminds us that intermarriage may not always work in ensuring
inter-ethnic coexistence, it should not be used to argue that intermarriages do not have a
pacifying effect.
Language also came out as an important ground in working out social cohesion
among the youth. There was an apparent attempt by all respondents (Banyoro and nonBanyoro) in learning the dominant languages in the area (mainly Runyoro and Rukiga).
At the minimum, each was able to greet and say thank you in both languages. However,
effort was seen to be more from the non-Banyoro to learn Runyoro. This is attributed to
the fact that, even with the increased number of non-Banyoro in the area, Runyoro still
remains the language of wider communication. It was also said to be a way of identifying
ZLWKWKH%DQ\RURQDWLYHVIRUDFFHSWDELOLW\DQGKDUPRQ\7KLVHFKRHV)DVROG¶VYLHZFLWHG
LQ&KULRVWL  WKDW
When people use language, they do more than just try to get another person to understand
the speaker’s thoughts and feelings. At the same time, both people are using language in
VXEWOHZD\VWRGH¿QHWKHLUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKHDFKRWKHUWRLGHQWLI\WKHPVHOYHVDVSDUWRI
a social group...

It should be recalled that one of the Banyoro issues in the tension is that migrants,
especially the Bakiga, arrogantly stuck to their languages. This is interpreted by the
Banyoro as disrespect and abuse towards the hosts. The lingual practice is not helped by
the memory that the Banyoro were once forced to speak Luganda by the Baganda subcolonialists. Language is an important and considerably sensitive issue in engaging with
the ethnic diversity in the area.
Most non-Banyoro youths in this study insisted that they only speak their languages
among themselves but use Runyoro when speaking to Banyoro. As such, with a few
VSDWLDOH[FHSWLRQV5XQ\RURLVWKHXQRI¿FLDOSXEOLFODQJXDJH. Having to learn a people’s
ODQJXDJH LQ RUGHU WR EH DFFHSWHG LV DQ DVVLPLODWLYH PRYH )RUVWHU HW DO   GR QRW
contend assimilation as a mark of pluralism. They dismiss it on account of its tendency
towards wielding more power for the majority or dominant group (in this case the Banyoro).
,QUHIXWLQJLW$OEDDQG1HH  DGGWKDWLWLVQRWRQO\DQHWKQRFHQWULFWHQGHQF\EXW
DOVRVXSHULRULW\RULHQWHGLQLWVDWWHPSWWRSDWURQLVHµRWKHUV¶/LQJXLVWLFDVVLPLODWLRQZRXOG
therefore, be seen as suffocation and narrowing of room for difference.
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However, as earlier argued in the review of literature, whereas assimilation ought
QRWWREHDQHFHVVDU\SUHFRQGLWLRQIRUFLWL]HQVKLS,ZRXOGDJUHHZLWK3DUHNK  WKDW
there is nothing wrong with assimilation if it comes as a deliberate choice of incoming
groups. It might be hard to precisely tell when it is a deliberate choice and when it
is coerced (directly or indirectly) but where it is truly one’s choice to learn another’s
language on account of its wider reach, then that is not a choice to condemn. What
should be condemned, on the other hand, is the tendency towards deliberately killing of
another’s culture in an attempt to reinforce it because it is regarded as superior or simply
dominant. Some cultures or cultural aspects might surely have to die off, but this should
only occur where, with time, they are rendered anachronistic or irrelevant without any
imposition in their replacement.
The adoption of Runyoro by non-Banyoro youths should be appreciated in the
above light. It should also be appreciated in consideration of the reciprocal appreciation
and respect of non-Banyoro cultural aspects by Banyoro youths. Youth respondents
indicated that the fact that everyone is allowed to hold their cultural functions and
ULWXDOV LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKHUH LV UHVSHFW IRU GLIIHUHQFH )RU H[DPSOH WKH %DQ\RUR DWWHQG
introduction ceremonies of non-Banyoro and they abide by the procedural norms of the
hosts; and vice versa. One Mukiga youth accordingly remarked:
³ZKHQWKH%DQ\RURDUHJRLQJWRSD\WULEXWHWROmukama [Bunyoro King], we accompany
WKHP7KHNLQJDOVRWDNHVXVDVKLVVXEMHFWV´

Such multi-cultural mutual respect cannot be underestimated in its potential for trustbuilding and social cohesion.
In analysing youth involvement in pluralism measures, it is very important to
consider the gender issues within. It is insensitive to bundle youths together as of
KRPRJHQRXVDJHQF\LQHWKQLFLVVXHVRQO\YDU\LQJE\HWKQLFDI¿OLDWLRQ7KLVVWXG\KDV
revealed that young women feature far less than young men in public peace initiatives
such as dialogues. Culture is certainly a key player in this phenomenon. In most cultures
of the people in Kibaale District, women belong to the private sphere. The public sphere
is widely a preserve for men. This discriminative gender landscape is changing but rather
very slowly. It will not be enough to have young men participating in peace initiatives
and then claim that youths are on board. Such participation should be disaggregated by
gender.
7KH¿QGLQJVRIWKLVVWXG\LQGLFDWHWKDW\RXQJZRPHQQHHGWREHHPSRZHUHGIXUWKHU
for meaningful involvement in the affairs of the area. The Uganda Rural Development
and Training Programme (URDT), a civil society organisation at Kagadi – Kibaale, has
tried to bridge the gender gap by initiating the African women’s university and a girls’
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secondary school. URDT also offers vocational training programmes for both men and
women through which some youths have been empowered with self-sustaining skills that
reduce idling and violence proneness. As we shall emphasise in the recommendations,
more of such initiatives are needed in the area.
Certainly, as with any maze, there is a complex system of paths where it is very easy
to get lost. The different ways in which youths are engaging with the entangled ethnic
realities in Kibaale should be seen as possibilities among several others through which
coexistence could be worked out. As presented and discussed here, they certainly have
their limitations but also bear marks of promise that should be reinforced and streamlined
with initiatives of wider society.

6 Conclusion and Recommendations
6.1 Conclusion
This paper aimed at analytically exploring youth engagement with the complex ethnic
realities in Kibaale for coexistence. The complexity is seen in the entanglement of the
present ethnic relations in memories of the antecedent relations in the area; in mutual
fears of the Banyoro and non-Banyoro; and political manipulation.
In the youth’s perception of the causes of ethnic tension in the area, political
manipulation featured as one of the key factors. Politicians play the ethnic card,
especially during elections, in order to achieve their political gains while pitting one
side against the other. It is largely for this reason that tension and, sometimes, violence
tends to build up during election time. The youths’ views further indicated that although
political manipulation is important in the tension, there are other factors that fuel it.
Such factors include memories of oppression, exploitation and marginalisation of the
Banyoro by the British and the Baganda. These memories, the ensuing pain and the
SDUWLDOO\WULXPSKDQWEDWWOHVRIWKHSDVWDUHXVHGE\WKHHOGHUVWRPRELOLVHWKH\RXWKVµWR
claim their time’ and not allow history to re-occur. Moreover, there are some injustices
of the past that are relayed into the present – as such affecting youths today. One of
such injustices highlighted in the study is that of land insecurity due to vast land being
owned by absentee landlords. Migrants are thus looked at with the fear that they are only
going to aggravate land scarcity. On the other hand, due to threats from some Banyoro,
the migrants also have a fear that they could be evicted from Kibaale yet it is their new
home. When politics comes in, it picks these memories and fears, blows them out of
proportion and instrumentalises them for political scores.
<RXWKVDUHHQJDJLQJZLWKWKHVHLQWULFDFLHV¿UVWE\FODLPLQJWKHLUVSDFHLQGHDOLQJ
ZLWK LVVXHV WKDW FRQFHUQ WKHP7KH\ DUH TXHVWLRQLQJ H[FOXVLRQDU\ WHQGHQFLHV VXFK DV
57

Ssentongo: Social Heritage, Political Manipulation and Pluralism

those of elders of the Mubende Banyoro Committee. They seek to be part and parcel of
decision-making, and not only to be seen and used as agents of violence. Not only do they
do this through agitation but also by taking their own initiatives for coexistence in a bid
to prove the possibility and power of their agency. Their agency has been shown through
civil society initiatives such as participation in peace dialogues, formation of school
clubs across lines of ethnic difference, learning each other’s languages, intermarriage by
some youths, and so on. The viability of these pluralism initiatives for existence has also
been discussed in this paper.
,W ZRXOG VXI¿FH WR LQIHU KHUH WKDW DOWKRXJK WKHUH DUH OLPLWDWLRQV WKH \RXWK DUH
making meaningful strides in working out mechanisms for inter-ethnic coexistence.
Their involvement may not necessarily provide a pathway out of the maze but makes
the engagement more inclusive and, therefore, expanding on the base of pluralism
possibilities. Their inclusion is also of importance in averting the obstacles to coexistence
(especially frustration and violence) that are associated with their exclusion.
6.2 Recommendations
Among the youth limitations in engaging with ethnic difference which need to be looked
into are:
)LUVWO\LWZDVHYLGHQWWKHZRPHQJLUOPDUJLQDOLVLQJUROHRISDWULDUFK\H[WHQGVWR
the youth category. Most front roles in peace dialogues and related initiatives were
revealed to be done by male youths. Girls still need more empowerment for selfassertion and ability to challenge gender roles that exclude them. Such empowerment
VKRXOGVWDUWULJKWIURPWKHIDPLO\ ZLWKSDUHQWVVHQVLWLVHG¿UVW WRWKHVFKRROV,QLWLDWLYHV
such as the African women’s university and a girls’ secondary school by Uganda Rural
Development and Training Programme (URDT) at Kagadi – Kibaale are commendable
in this line. Girls should be brought up and trained in a way that enables them to claim
their space and voice their concerns without fear. Accordingly, socio-cultural barriers
to their participation should be systematically addressed at all relevant levels through
cultural institutions (such as Bunyoro Kingdom), religious institutions, and relevant
non-governmental organisations.
It was also revealed that one of the reasons as to why youths are easily targeted by
politicians for manipulation is their lack of meaningful employment. Whereas URDT has
helped in providing a number of Kibaale youths with vocational skills in carpentry, metal
ZRUNVEXLOGLQJDQGFRQVWUXFWLRQDQGFDUPHFKDQLFVPRUHVWLOOQHHGVWREHDI¿UPDWLYHO\
done by the central government through Kibaale local government.
7KHVWXG\FRQ¿UPVWKDWIRUKLVWRULFDOUHDVRQVDQGGXHWRFRQVSLFXRXVRPLVVLRQVRI
all post-colonial governments, Kibaale remains relatively deprived. Agriculture needs
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to be boosted for more employment opportunities. But this will go hand in hand with
infrastructural development so as to boost trade and attract investors in the area.
%\SULQFLSOHRIDI¿UPDWLYHDFWLRQDQGGLVWULEXWLYHMXVWLFHSDUWRIWKHPXFKDQWLFLSDWHG
oil revenue could be allocated for Kibaale development.

References
$GRVVL.0  &RQÀLFWUHVROXWLRQDQGWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ$SDUWLFLSDWRU\DSSURDFKIRU
youth. Nairobi: Paulines Publications Africa.
$OED51HH9  Remaking the American mainstream: Assimilation and contemporary
immigration. Cambridge, Massachusetts, and London: Harvard University Press.
%DUWK) HG   Ethnic groups and boundaries. Boston: Little Brown.
%DWHV5+  Ethnicity in development. Cheltenham: Elgar Companion to Development
Studies, Edgar, Elgar.
%HFKKRIHU)3DWHUVRQ/  Principles of research design in the social sciences: Social
research today./RQGRQDQG1HZ<RUN5RXWOHGJH7D\ORUDQG)UDQFLV*URXS
%HUJ%/  Qualitative research methods for social sciences. Oston, London, Toronto,
Sydney, Tokyo, Singapore: Alyn and Bacon.
%HUPDQ%(\RK'.\POLFND:  3UHIDFH,Q%HUPDQ%(\RK'.\POLFND:
(Eds). Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa. Oxford: James Currey, Ohio University press.
%ULJJ0  7KHQHZSROLWLFVRIFRQÀLFWUHVROXWLRQ5HVSRQGLQJWRGLIIHUHQFHNew York:
Palgrave Macmillan.
&DLUQV(5RH0'  :K\0HPRULHVLQ&RQÀLFW,Q&DLUQV(5RH0'The Role of
0HPRU\LQ(WKQLF&RQÀLFWNew York: Palgrave Macmillan.
&KD]DQ10RUWLPHU55DYHQKLOO-5RWKFKLOG'  Politics and society in
contemporary Africa, 2nd Edn. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
&KULRVWL'0*  /DQJXDJHLGHQWLW\DQGFRQÀLFW$FRPSDUDWLYHVWXG\RIODQJXDJHLQHWKQLF
FRQÀLFWLQ(XURSHDQG(XUDVLD/RQGRQDQG1HZ<RUN5RXWOHGJH7D\ORUDQG)UDQFLV*URXS
&RKHQ/0DQLRQ/0RUULVRQ.  Research methods in education, 3rd Edn. London
DQG1HZ<RUN5RXWOHGJH7D\ORUDQG)UDQFLV*URXS
&RQQROO\:(  Pluralism. Durham and London: Duke University Press.
(FN'LDQD/  :KDWLVSOXUDOLVP"$YDLODEOHDWKWWSSOXUDOLVPRUJSDJHVSOXUDOLVPZKDWB
LVBSOXUDOLVP>6HSWHPEHU@
(VSHODQG5+  The “Lost Counties”: Politics of land rights and belonging in Uganda.
Bergen: University of Bergen and Chr. Michelsen Institute, Bergen.
)HOLFH':LVOHU$  7KHXQH[SORUHGSRZHUDQGSRWHQWLDORI\RXWKVDVSHDFH
builders. -RXUQDORI3HDFH&RQÀLFWDQG'HYHORSPHQW,VVXH$FFHVVHGDWKWWS
SHDFHVWXGLHVMRXUQDORUJXN>-XO\@
)RUVWHU3*+LWFKFRFN0/\LPR))  Race and ethnicity in East Africa. London:
Macmillan Press.

59

Ssentongo: Social Heritage, Political Manipulation and Pluralism

*DMX-  6WHUHRW\SHVDVVRXUFHVRIFRQÀLFWVLQ8JDQGDKampala: Centre for Basic Research.
*UHHQ('  'HPRJUDSK\GLYHUVLW\DQGQDWLYLVPLQFRQWHPSRUDU\$IULFD(YLGHQFH
from Uganda’. Paper prepared for presentation at the ASEN Conference on Political
Demography, London School of Economics and Political Science.
*\H]DKR(PPDQXHO  %DQ\RURUHMHFW0XVHYHQLSURSRVDODaily Monitor, th6HSWHPEHU
+HQQ0:HLVWHLQ0)RDUG1  A Short introduction to social research. London:
SAGE Publications.
+XQWLQJWRQ63  The clash of civilizations and the remaking of world order. New York:
Simon & Schuster.
-HRQJ+R:RQ  8QGHUVWDQGLQJFRQÀLFWDQGFRQÀLFWDQDO\VLV Los Angeles, London,
New Delhi, Singapore: SAGE Publications.
.LKXPXUR$'  A thousand years of Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom. .DPSDOD)RXQWDLQ
Publishers.
.XUWHQEDFK6  <RXWKLQ&RQÀLFWDQG3HDFHEXLOGLQJ±%HWZHHQ3URWHFWLRQDQG1HJOHFW
3DSHUSUHVHQWHGDWWKH,6$FRQIHUHQFHLQ6DQ)UDQFLVFR WK0DUFK 
/XPX'7  0XVHYHQLRUGHUVQHZ%DIXUXNLFRQVWLWXHQFLHVThe Observer $SULO
 .DPSDOD2EVHUYHU0HGLD/WG
/ZDQJD/6  The struggle for land in Buganda. Kampala: Wavah Books.
0DPGDQL0  When victims become killers: Colonialism, nativism and the genocide in
Rwanda. New Jersey: Princeton University.
0DPGDQL0  Citizen and subject: Contemporary Africa and the legacy of late
colonialism. .DPSDOD)RXQWDLQ3XEOLVKHUV
0DPGDQL0  %XJDQGDDQG8JDQGDDWFURVVURDGV3DSHUSUHVHQWHGDWWKH$EX0D\DQMD
0HPRULDO/HFWXUHth$XJXVW
0DUVKDOO&5RVVPDQ*%  Designing qualitative research, 2nd Edn. London: SAGE
Publications.
0DUW\0(  3OXUDOLVPVThe ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science.   
0LULPD)  7KH%DQ\RURFDVH:K\VKRXOG%XQ\RUR.LWDUDEHWUHDWHGDVDVSHFLDOFDVH"
Unpublished.
0XJHUZD)  %XQ\RURNLQJGRPFULWLFLVHVQHZPLQLVWHUThe Daily Monitor, 31st May.
0XKHUH]D)(2WLP32  1HXWUDOLVLQJHWKQLFLW\LQ8JDQGD,Q6DOLK0$0
and Markakis, J. (Eds). Ethnicity and the state in Eastern Africa. Uppsala: Nordiska
$IULNDLQVWLWXWHW
0XVHYHQL<. -XO\ *XLGDQFHRQWKH%DQ\RUR%DIXUXNLTXHVWLRQ/HWWHUWRWKH
Minister in Charge of the Presidency. Kampala: Unpublished communication.
1VDPED*D\LL\D(  7KH.LEDDOH/DQG4XHVWLRQ$5HVHDUFK&RPPLVVLRQHGE\WKH
Uganda Land Alliance. Uganda Land Alliance Research Series No. 1. Kampala: Uganda
Land Alliance.

60

Journal of Development Studies

2NXNX-  (WKQLFLW\VWDWHSRZHUDQGWKHGHPRFUDWLVDWLRQSURFHVVLQ8JDQGD'LVFXVVLRQ
3DSHU8SSVDOD1RUGLVFD$IULNDLQVWLWXWHW
3DUHNK%  Rethinking multiculturalism: Cultural diversity and political theory. London:
MacMillan Press Ltd.
3ODZ$  ,QWURGXFWLRQ,Q3ODZ$ (G Frontiers of diversity: Explorations in
contemporary pluralism–probing the boundaries. Amsterdam, New York: Rodopi, pp. xi-xxii.
3UDWW'  5HOLJLRXVSOXUDOLW\UHIHUHQWLDOUHDOLVPDQGSDUDGLJPVRISOXUDOLVP,Q3ODZ
A. (ed.). Frontiers of diversity: Explorations in contemporary pluralism – probing the
boundaries. $PVWHUGDP1HZ<RUN5RGRSL
5DWFOLIIH3  ‘Race’, ethnicity and difference: Imagining the inclusive society. Berkshire,
New York: Open University Press.
5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD  Vision 2025. Kampala: Author.
5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD  The National youth policy: A Vision for the 21st century. Kampala:
Ministry of Labour, Gender and Social Development.
5HSXEOLFRI8JDQGD  5HSRUWRIWKH&RPPLVVLRQRI,QTXLU\LQWR%XQ\RUR,VVXHV
Kampala: Author.
6FKHOQEHUJHU$.  'HFHQWUDOLVDWLRQDVDPHDQVRIFRQÀLFWPDQDJHPHQW$FDVHVWXG\
of Kibaale District, Uganda, 9RO,((:RUNLQJ3DSHUV,QVWLWXWHRI'HYHORSPHQW
Research and Development Policy, Ruhr University Bochum.
6WDNH5(  4XDOLWDWLYHFDVHVWXGLHV,Q'HQ]LQ1./LQFROQ<6 (GV The sage
handbook of qualitative research, 3rd edn. Thousand Oaks, London, and New Delhi: Sage
3XEOLFDWLRQV,QF
6WDUN67RUUDQFH+  &DVHVWXG\,Q%ULGJHW6RPHNKDQG&DUWK\/HZLQResearch
methods in the social sciences/RQGRQ6$*(3XEOLFDWLRQV
7KH2EVHUYHU  %DIXUXNLPHPRWR0XVHYHQLThe Observer, th$XJXVW
8QLWHG1DWLRQV  :RUOG\RXWKUHSRUW<RXWKDQGFRQÀLFWNew York: United Nations.
:HEHU0  Economy and society.*OHQFRH7KH)UHH3UHVV
:RUOG%DQN  World development report 2007: Development and the next generation.
Washington DC: World Bank.

Notes

1

The wider PhD research investigates spaces for pluralism in ethnically sensitive communities
ZLWKVSHFL¿FUHIHUHQFHWR.LEDDOH'LVWULFW
2

.LZDQXND   FRQWHQGV WKDW LW ZDV PRUH IRU VWUDWHJLF UHDVRQV WKDQ IRU DSSUHFLDWLQJ %XJDQGD WKDW

the counties were annexed to the latter. He argues that, the British having appreciated the administrative
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structure of Buganda, they wanted to take advantage of it in Bunyoro as well and to curb further resistance
to their rule.
3

The number of counties actually given by the British to Buganda is still contested. Contrary to the popular

DFFRXQW RI VL[ RU VHYHQ  FRXQWLHV .LZDQXND   DQG 6DPZLUL   DUJXH WKDW RQO\ WZR FRXQWLHV
%X\DJDDQG%XJDQJDL]L ZHUHH[WHQGHGWR%XJDQGDWKHUHVWKDGDOUHDG\EHHQFRQTXHUHGE\%XJDQGD


This is the highest position at District level within Uganda’s decentralised framework. It is also referred to

DV/RFDO&RXQFLO)LYH /& DVWKHKLJKHVWRIWKH¿YHORFDOJRYHUQPHQWFRXQFLOV/&LVWKH&RXQW\/&
the Sub-county, LC 2 the Parish while LC 1 is the village.



National Resistance Movement, which is the ruling party.
The creation of a constituency goes with creation of other sub-units there under such as LC III. Leadership

of these is also through elections.



Rukiga is the language for the Bakiga.
Issues to do with youths are reserved for the National Youth Policy. The Constitution of Uganda is totally

silent about the category of youths.


Rational choice theory explains ethnicity as driven by calculations for group and individual
EHQH¿W3HRSOH¶VLGHQWL¿FDWLRQZLWKHWKQLFJURXSVLVKHUHYLHZHGDVDVWUDWHJLVLQJSRLQWIRU
VRPHEHQH¿W



&XOWXUHLVKHUHGH¿QHGDV³DV\VWHPRIEHOLHIVDQGSUDFWLFHVLQWHUPVRIZKLFKDJURXSRIKXPDQEHLQJV

XQGHUVWDQGUHJXODWHDQGVWUXFWXUHWKHLULQGLYLGXDODQGFROOHFWLYHOLIH´ 3DUHNKS 7KLVGH¿QLWLRQ
ZRXOGDOVRHQFRPSDVVUHOLJLRQVDVFXOWXUHVEXWIRUWKLVVWXG\WKH\DUHH[FOXGHGIURPWKHGH¿QLWLRQRIHWKQLFLW\
11

.DVLULYX$WRRNLDVRI

12

7KH/DQG)XQGZDVLQVWLWXWHGDVDQLQLWLDWLYHWREX\RIIODQGIURPWKHDEVHQWHHODQGORUGVUHWXUQWKHODQG

WLWOHVWRWKH8JDQGD/DQG&RPPLVVLRQDQGWKHQJLYHWKHODQGWRWKHFXUUHQWRFFXSDQWVVTXDWWHUV
13

7KHH[SUHVVLRQµHYHU\JRDWRQLWVSHJ¶LVXVHGWRPHDQWKDWSHRSOHVKRXOGUDOO\EHKLQGµWULEHPDWHV¶ZKHQ

it comes to elections.


I refer to it as anachronistic because it belongs to the era when knowledge was mainly gathered through

experience. Thus the older one was the more the experiences they had and, therefore, the knowledge
collected. The youths would accordingly not be expected to know much due to their limited life experience.


7KHUHVHDUFKHURQO\YLVLWHGRQHVFKRRO .DJDGL6HQLRU6HFRQGDU\6FKRRO LQ.LEDDOH'LVWULFW7KH¿QGLQJV

from the school may not be representative of all the schools in the district but helped provide some insight
into youth inter-ethnic relations due to the school’s multi-ethnic composition.


7KHRI¿FLDOODQJXDJHRI8JDQGDLV(QJOLVK,WLVWKXVWKHRI¿FLDOPHGLXPRILQVWUXFWLRQLQVFKRROV7KH

other languages are mainly used for communication in informal settings. The dominance of any of these
other languages in a social setting often goes with numerical dominance of the ethnic group to which the
language is associated and, in most cases, it is the indigenous group.
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