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Abstract:

In this article we discuss recent collaborative writing experiences between researchers
in the U.K. and Uganda. In early 2020, our team began planning research with young
Ugandan refugees on their mobile phone use. Subsequently, numerous pandemic
lockdowns thwarted this research and we had to revise our plans. While this enforced
physical immobility (at least in terms of air and road travel) initially limited possibilities
for building new partnerships, it did open up opportunities for deeper reflection on
critically informed sociotechnical mobilities, engaging us both pragmatically and
conceptually with different disciplines as part of an international team. In this dialogue,
we highlight the value of collaboration and collective sense making, recognizing
differences in expertise, disciplines, and orientations, for understanding technological
innovation in international development and refugee contexts.
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